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The May 2002 edition 
of The Monthly Labor 
Review has an article 
by Abraham T. Mosisa 
on the effects of foreign 
born workers in the U.
S. economy.  Data for 
the study are primar-
ily from the Current 
Population Survey 
(CPS), a monthly sur-
vey of about 60,000 
households conducted 
by the Bureau of the 
Census for the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. 
Some of the informa-
tion is included in this 
article. 
 
Much of the change in 
the United States 
economy over the last 
40 years is a reflection 
of the expansion of 
foreign-born workers.  
In 1960, about one in 
17 workers was for-
eign-born whereas in 
2000, that number 
had changed to one in 
eight. 
 
In 1960, about three 
in four of that foreign-
born population had 
come from Europe; to-
day, that proportion is 

less than one in six, 
largely reflecting the 
influx of immigrants 
from Latin America and 
Asia. 
 
The ethnic and racial 
composition of the 
United States popula-
tion is more diverse 
now than at any time 
since the nation’s 
founding.  In 2000, the 
foreign-born population 
of the United States 
was about 13 percent of 
the population, whereas 
in 1960, the proportion 
was about half that.  
The foreign-born popu-
lation in the United 
States today is from a 
multitude of countries 
and cultures around the 
world.  The largest 
group is of  Hispanic 
origin, making up 
nearly half of the immi-
grant population. 
 
The top ten leading 
countries of birth for 
the foreign-born popula-
tion in 2000 were (in or-
der) Mexico, Philip-
pines, India, China, 
Cuba, El Salvador, 
Vietnam, South Korea, 

Canada, and the Do-
minican Republic.  
 
During the 1996-2000 
labor force expansion, 
foreign-born workers 
more than 16 years old 
constituted 48.6 per-
cent of the total labor 
force increase of 6.7 
million workers.  
Nearly two-thirds of the 
increase in the number 
of men in the labor 
force and more than a 
third of the increase 
among the women were 
foreign-born workers. 
 
Between 2000 and 2001 
the number of em-
ployed foreign-born in-
creased by 491,000 over 
the year, while the 
number of employed 
native-born declined by 
897,000.  Almost all of 
the increase among the 
foreign-born occurred in 
services; in executive, 
administrative, and 
managerial; and in pro-
fessional specialty occu-
pations, while employ-
ment losses among the 
native-born were pri-
marily concentrated in 
lower-paying occupa-
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tions including operators, fabri-
cators, and laborers; sales; ad-
ministrative support; and farm-
ing, forestry, and fishing. 
 
Almost 60 percent of the foreign-
born workforce in 2000 is highly 
concentrated in just four states.  
They are California (30 percent), 
New York (12.5 percent), Florida 
(9.3 percent), and Texas (8.9 
percent).  The two major reasons 
for this labor migration concen-
tration is due to the perception 
of more economic opportunity in 
those states and immigrants’ 
preference to settle in States 
where large numbers of people 
of their ethnic origin have set-
tled earlier.  These new immi-
grants want to live in a familiar 
culture and communicate in 
their mother tongue.  They can 
share religious beliefs (if differ-
ent) and ethnic cuisine and also 
use their ethnic group as a so-
cial network for gaining employ-
ment.  Sometimes these en-
claves remain unchanged in 
America for many generations, 
while adapting new parts of 

American culture in each suc-
ceeding generation.  Tennessee, 
during the last decade, saw a 
large increase in foreign-born 
population.  With these immi-
grant enclaves now in place, one 
could expect the percentage of 
foreign-born people in the Ten-
nessee labor force to increase 
dramatically. 
 
Immigration History 
 
During the 18th and most of the 
19th century, immigrants gener-
ally came from two areas of the 
world, Northern Europe and Af-
rica.   The European immigrants 
came from the British Isles, 
with a major influx moving from 
Ireland around the middle of the 
19th century, as large numbers 
of Irish fled starvation and dis-
ease.  The African slave trade, 
which had begun during colonial 
times, continued through the 
first half of the 19th century de-
spite laws that attempted to ban 
it. 
 
Asia was a source of immigra-

tion after 1848 with Chinese 
contract laborers brought to 
work the gold mines and the 
transcontinental railroad.  How-
ever, in 1879 the U.S. Congress 
passed the first immigration 
law, the Fifteen Passenger Bill, 
restricting Chinese immigration. 
 
By around the turn of the cen-
tury European immigration pat-
terns had changed with the ma-
jority of the Europeans coming 
from southern and eastern 
Europe.  These new European 
immigrants had religious, cul-
tural, and linguistic differences 
from the earlier wave of Europe-
ans.  In 1917, Congress passed 
the Literacy Act,  restricting im-
migrants to those who spoke 
English.  In 1921 the Emergency 
Quota Act was passed, putting 
quotas based on nationality or 
country of origin.  The current 
system is an extension and re-
finement of this original act.  
The major change to that act 
came in 1965, erasing quotas 
based on race, national origin, 
and ancestry. 

Geographic Area of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population, 1850-2000 
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Statewide 

(NUMBERS IN THOUSANDS)      (ALL DATA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED)

Civilian Labor Force
Employed          Unemployed

Year                Nonagricultural Employment
and   Employ-  Manu-        Rate

Month Total ment Total facturing Trade Services Number         (%)
1972 1,737.0 1,672.0 1,450.1 489.2 294.3 209.8 64.0 3.7 %
1973 1,766.0 1,696.0 1,531.1 519.4 312.0 221.9 69.0 3.9
1974 1,841.0 1,748.0 1,558.2 513.3 321.0 227.6 93.0 5.1
1975 1,836.0 1,683.0 1,505.7 459.0 320.8 229.4 154.0 8.3
1976 1,866.0 1,754.0 1,575.4 486.1 339.5 240.5 112.0 6.0
1977 1,941.0 1,819.0 1,648.1 507.5 357.2 254.5 122.0 6.3
1978 1,966.0 1,852.0 1,737.0 526.0 379.1 270.7 114.0 5.8
1979 2,039.0 1,921.0 1,777.3 524.7 388.7 285.4 118.0 5.8
1980 2,080.0 1,928.0 1,746.6 502.1 379.7 291.0 152.0 7.3
1981 2,116.0 1,924.0 1,775.4 506.9 379.9 304.4 192.0 9.1
1982 2,129.0 1,877.0 1,703.0 466.7 380.5 313.1 252.0 11.8
1983 2,180.0 1,930.0 1,719.0 468.6 389.9 323.4 250.0 11.5
1984 2,220.0 2,030.0 1,812.0 497.1 413.3 344.3 190.0 8.6
1985 2,253.0 2,073.0 1,867.8 492.4 435.3 360.2 180.0 8.0
1986 2,290.0 2,106.0 1,929.8 490.5 452.1 384.7 184.0 8.0
1987 2,334.0 2,180.0 2,011.6 497.4 477.2 408.9 154.0 6.6
1988 2,338.0 2,203.0 2,092.1 511.9 495.6 440.3 135.0 5.8
1989 2,368.0 2,247.0 2,167.2 524.5 508.4 467.2 121.0 5.1
1990 2,387.3 2,261.5 2,193.2 520.3 517.2 486.3 125.9 5.3
1991 2,421.0 2,258.1 2,183.6 502.7 511.6 505.2 162.9 6.7
1992 2,455.5 2,297.8 2,245.0 514.5 517.7 541.1 157.7 6.4
1993 2,500.5 2,356.7 2,328.5 528.4 535.9 572.4 143.8 5.7
1994 2,664.6 2,537.1 2,423.0 538.9 562.1 603.8 127.5 4.8
1995 2,700.8 2,560.6 2,499.0 538.9 585.5 638.0 140.1 5.2
1996 2,744.1 2,602.7 2,533.4 519.2 594.4 658.7 141.4 5.2
1997 2,707.8 2,561.7 2,584.0 517.6 610.2 682.4 146.1 5.4
1998 2,759.5 2,643.8 2,638.5 514.7 620.5 703.4 115.7 4.2
1999 2,818.8 2,705.3 2,685.4 511.1 630.8 721.9 113.5 4.0
2000 2,798.4 2,688.2 2,728.9 506.8 641.8 742.8 110.2 3.9
2001 2,817.7 2,691.7 2,711.5 478.5 638.5 754.9 126.0 4.5
2002

  January 2,896.0 2,738.4 2,720.1 468.6 639.7 773.4 157.6 5.4 %
  February 2,898.7 2,742.2 2,719.1 468.6 638.9 772.6 156.5 5.4
  March 2,899.1 2,734.6 2,717.2 466.9 640.6 771.5 164.5 5.7
  April 2,890.9 2,736.4 2,707.5 467.0 637.2 769.4 154.5 5.3
  May 2,881.7 2,738.1 2,706.8 466.0 636.5 769.8 143.6 5.0
  June (r) 2,877.5 2,738.3 2,696.7 465.0 632.1 769.0 139.2 4.8
  July (p) 2,877.9 2,737.4 2,702.9 467.5 631.5 770.0 140.5 4.9
  August 
  September
  October 
  November
  December
(r)=revised
(p)=preliminary
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  Jul   Jul   Jul   Jul 
County 2001 2002 County 2001 2002
Anderson 4.3 3.4 Lauderdale 15.2 10.6
Bedford 6.6 6.8 Lawrence 17.1 13.4
Benton 7.2 6.6 Lewis 9.6 10.9
Bledsoe 8.3 12.7 Lincoln 5.8 4.6
Blount 4.3 3.6 Loudon 3.1 4.0
Bradley 4.3 4.4 Macon 7.9 7.0
Campbell 5.6 5.9 Madison 5.1 5.3
Cannon 5.7 6.8 Marion 6.2 6.0
Carroll 10.9 13.7 Marshall 6.6 5.3
Carter 5.0 8.0 Maury 4.4 4.5
Cheatham 2.6 3.5 McMinn 9.8 8.0
Chester 4.6 6.8 McNairy 9.0 7.1
Claiborne 6.0 5.4 Meigs 9.1 7.5
Clay 18.0 15.4 Monroe 7.6 7.9
Cocke 7.0 4.9 Montgomery 3.6 4.5
Coffee 4.5 5.4 Moore 5.0 3.3
Crockett 5.5 7.0 Morgan 6.6 11.6
Cumberland 8.4 6.2 Obion 5.2 4.5
Davidson 3.2 4.1 Overton 8.2 5.9
Decatur 10.0 10.4 Perry 9.2 7.3
DeKalb 7.6 5.8 Pickett 12.4 6.4
Dickson 3.9 4.6 Polk 5.1 5.5
Dyer 5.5 6.6 Putnam 4.4 5.0
Fayette 4.4 5.6 Rhea 7.1 7.6
Fentress 10.7 7.6 Roane 4.9 5.3
Franklin 4.7 5.5 Robertson 6.0 5.7
Gibson 10.6 9.8 Rutherford 3.7 4.5
Giles 6.4 8.5 Scott 10.4 10.4
Grainger 6.4 8.1 Sequatchie 5.9 6.6
Greene 9.3 5.0 Sevier 3.1 2.9
Grundy 7.4 8.4 Shelby 4.3 5.2
Hamblen 7.8 6.9 Smith 7.5 6.7
Hamilton 3.2 3.9 Stewart 5.4 7.4
Hancock 9.4 8.8 Sullivan 4.3 5.3
Hardeman 10.1 8.4 Sumner 4.2 3.7
Hardin 5.9 6.7 Tipton 4.8 6.3
Hawkins 6.9 7.2 Trousdale 11.5 8.0
Haywood 11.9 13.1 Unicoi 6.4 7.0
Henderson 10.2 11.7 Union 4.0 4.4
Henry 5.7 6.1 Van Buren 6.1 6.8
Hickman 4.9 7.4 Warren 6.9 6.5
Houston 9.2 8.9 Washington 5.2 5.2
Humphreys 6.9 7.0 Wayne 12.9 9.1
Jackson 9.4 11.3 Weakley 9.6 5.8
Jefferson 4.6 5.1 White 5.3 5.2
Johnson 8.7 9.7 Williamson 2.4 2.7
Knox 2.9 3.0 Wilson 3.7 4.2
Lake 5.4 4.9 **Data Not Seasonally Adjusted
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Statewide 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE ACTIVITIES 

STATE  BENEFIT  PROGRAM

CLAIMS July 2001 June 2002 July  2002

Initial Claims 65,061 28,750 55,648
Continued Weeks Claimed 317,925 243,502 279,798
Nonmonetary Determinations 6,320 6,716 7,318
Appeals Decisions 1,577 1,720 1,633
   Lower Authority 1,311 1,484 1,476
   Higher Authority 266 236 157
BENEFITS

Amount Paid $56,657,103 $47,206,126 $50,580,960
Benefit Weeks Paid 297,088 237,783 259,885
Average Weekly Benefit Amount $194 $210 $207
First Payments 27,833 14,987 19,901
Final Payments 7,220 7,715 7,899
Average Weeks Duration 12 13 13
Trust Fund Balance* $771,396,705 $711,983,298 $685,335,348

FEDERAL  BENEFIT  PROGRAMS

FORMER FEDERAL EMPLOYEES July 2001 June 2002 July  2002

Benefits Paid $371,059 $283,742 $405,199
Benefit Weeks Claimed 1,250 1,084 1,470
Initial Claims 197 112 321
Continued Weeks Claimed 1,401 1,123 1,699
Appeals Decisions 9 10 7

FORMER MILITARY PERSONNEL

Benefits Paid $301,002 $288,962 $344,102
Benefit Weeks Claimed 1,183 1,044 1,191
Initial Claims 138 102 122
Continued Weeks Claimed 1,218 1,060 1,236
Appeals Decisions 1 1 1

BENEFIT PROGRAMS 

M O N T H L Y    I N I T I A L
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CONTINUED WEEKS CLAIMED 

*Trust Fund includes one time deposit in March 2002 of $162 million of Reed Act funds.
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Statewide 

A ll  M a n u fa c t u r in g $ 5 1 8 .9 7 $ 5 4 4 .6 4 $ 5 3 1 .5 5 3 8 .7 3 9 .9 3 9 .2 $ 1 3 .4 1 $ 1 3 .6 5 $ 1 3 .5 6
 D u r a b le  G o o d s $ 5 1 1 .6 5 $ 5 3 7 .6 0 $ 5 2 2 .0 6 3 7 .9 3 9 .5 3 8 .7 $ 1 3 .5 0 $ 1 3 .6 1 $ 1 3 .4 9
  L u m b e r  &  W o o d  P r o d u c t s $ 4 1 7 .9 8 $ 4 2 9 .3 7 $ 4 2 3 .3 8 3 9 .1 3 8 .2 3 7 .6 $ 1 0 .6 9 $ 1 1 .2 4 $ 1 1 .2 6
  F u r n it u r e  &  F ix t u r e s $ 4 1 1 .3 5 $ 4 4 9 .5 4 $ 4 4 8 .7 2 3 5 .4 3 6 .4 3 5 .5 $ 1 1 .6 2 $ 1 2 .3 5 $ 1 2 .6 4
  S t o n e ,  C la y , &  G la s s $ 5 1 7 .0 5 $ 5 5 1 .6 3 $ 5 1 8 .2 0 3 8 .3 3 9 .8 3 7 .2 $ 1 3 .5 0 $ 1 3 .8 6 $ 1 3 .9 3
  P r im a r y  M e t a l  I n d u s t r ie s $ 6 5 7 .9 0 $ 7 1 0 .5 6 $ 7 1 1 .1 2 4 2 .2 4 6 .2 4 6 .6 $ 1 5 .5 9 $ 1 5 .3 8 $ 1 5 .2 6
  F a b r ic a t e d  M e t a l  P r o d u c t s $ 5 7 1 .2 6 $ 5 7 6 .3 0 $ 5 7 3 .4 1 4 0 .4 3 9 .8 3 9 .6 $ 1 4 .1 4 $ 1 4 .4 8 $ 1 4 .4 8
  I n d u s t r ia l  M a c h in e r y $ 5 1 1 .1 0 $ 5 2 7 .8 0 $ 5 1 8 .2 0 3 8 .0 3 7 .7 3 7 .2 $ 1 3 .4 5 $ 1 4 .0 0 $ 1 3 .9 3
  E le c t r o n ic  E q u ip m e n t $ 4 4 6 .2 4 $ 4 6 2 .6 7 $ 4 5 5 .3 0 3 5 .9 3 7 .8 3 6 .6 $ 1 2 .4 3 $ 1 2 .2 4 $ 1 2 .4 4
  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E q u ip m e n t $ 5 4 2 .7 3 $ 5 9 7 .1 9 $ 5 5 6 .1 0 3 5 .8 4 1 .5 4 0 .8 $ 1 5 .1 6 $ 1 4 .3 9 $ 1 3 .6 3
  I n s t r u m e n t s  &  R e la t e d  P r o d u c t s $ 6 4 9 .0 3 $ 6 8 2 .1 3 $ 6 6 4 .2 2 4 1 .0 4 1 .9 4 0 .8 $ 1 5 .8 3 $ 1 6 .2 8 $ 1 6 .2 8
 N o n d u r a b le  G o o d s $ 5 3 2 .0 0 $ 5 5 5 .2 6 $ 5 4 5 .0 3 4 0 .0 4 0 .5 3 9 .9 $ 1 3 .3 0 $ 1 3 .7 1 $ 1 3 .6 6
  F o o d  &  K in d r e d  P r o d u c t s $ 5 4 9 .8 7 $ 5 9 1 .1 8 $ 5 6 0 .0 3 4 2 .2 4 2 .5 4 1 .3 $ 1 3 .0 3 $ 1 3 .9 1 $ 1 3 .5 6
  T e x t i l e  M i l l  P r o d u c t s $ 4 4 1 .3 2 $ 4 5 7 .7 5 $ 4 4 0 .6 4 4 0 .6 4 1 .5 4 0 .5 $ 1 0 .8 7 $ 1 1 .0 3 $ 1 0 .8 8
  A p p a r e l  &  O t h e r  F a b r ic a t e d  P r o d . $ 3 4 8 .7 3 $ 3 5 5 .1 3 $ 3 4 8 .2 1 3 6 .1 3 7 .7 3 6 .5 $ 9 .6 6 $ 9 .4 2 $ 9 .5 4
  P a p e r  &  A l l ie d  P r o d u c t s $ 6 0 0 .2 4 $ 6 0 1 .0 8 $ 6 0 0 .2 5 4 2 .3 4 1 .8 4 1 .8 $ 1 4 .1 9 $ 1 4 .3 8 $ 1 4 .3 6
  P r in t in g  &  P u b l is h in g $ 5 2 4 .0 4 $ 5 2 2 .4 5 $ 5 2 4 .7 2 3 9 .7 3 8 .7 3 9 .1 $ 1 3 .2 0 $ 1 3 .5 0 $ 1 3 .4 2
  C h e m ic a l s  &  A l l ie d  P r o d u c t s $ 7 0 2 .0 0 $ 7 3 3 .2 4 $ 7 5 0 .0 5 4 0 .0 4 0 .6 4 1 .6 $ 1 7 .5 5 $ 1 8 .0 6 $ 1 8 .0 3
  R u b b e r  &  M is c e l la n e o u s  P la s t ic s $ 5 0 0 .8 0 $ 5 3 6 .2 6 $ 5 1 7 .4 0 3 8 .2 3 9 .9 3 8 .1 $ 1 3 .1 1 $ 1 3 .4 4 $ 1 3 .5 8
  L e a t h e r  &  L e a t h e r  P r o d u c t s $ 4 1 6 .0 0 $ 4 2 3 .2 0 $ 4 0 7 .3 6 3 8 .2 4 0 .0 3 8 .0 $ 1 0 .8 9 $ 1 0 .5 8 $ 1 0 .7 2

A v e r a g e A v e r a g e A v e r a g e
W e e k l y  E a r n i n g s W e e k l y  H o u r s H o u r l y  E a r n i n g s
J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y
2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2

HOURS AND EARNINGS OF PRODUCTION WORKERS 

ESTIMATED  NONAGRICULTURAL  EMPLOYMENT (in thousands) 
N e t  C h a n g e

R e v is e d P r e lim in a r y J u ly  2 0 0 1 J u n e  2 0 0 2
I n d u s tr y J u ly J u n e J u ly to to

2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 J u ly  2 0 0 2 J u ly  2 0 0 2

T O T A L 2 ,6 9 2 .4 2 ,7 0 5 .2 2 ,6 9 0 .0 -2 .4 -1 5 .2
  G o o d s -P r o d u c in g 6 0 0 .9 5 9 1 .8 5 9 0 .6 -1 0 .3 -1 .2
    M a n u fa c tu r in g 4 7 2 .4 4 6 6 .4 4 6 4 .6 -7 .8 -1 .8
      D u r a b le  G o o d s 2 7 6 .4 2 7 3 .7 2 7 2 .2 -4 .2 -1 .5
        L u m b e r  &  W o o d  P r o d u c ts 2 1 .7 2 2 .2 2 2 .1 0 .4 -0 .1
        F u r n itu r e  &  F ix t u r e s 2 2 .1 2 2 .8 2 2 .2 0 .1 -0 .6
        S to n e ,  C la y , &  G la s s  P r o d u c ts 1 6 .2 1 6 .2 1 6 .1 -0 .1 -0 .1
        P r im a r y  M e ta l  I n d u s t r ie s 1 6 .2 1 4 .4 1 4 .3 -1 .9 -0 .1
        F a b r ic a te d  M e ta l  P r o d u c ts 4 4 .8 4 4 .1 4 4 .0 -0 .8 -0 .1
        I n d u s t r ia l  M a c h in e r y  &  E q u ip m e n t 4 8 .8 4 7 .3 4 7 .4 -1 .4 0 .1
        E le c t r o n ic  &  O th e r  E le c t r ic  E q u ip m e n t 3 5 .3 3 5 .5 3 5 .3 0 .0 -0 .2
        T r a n s p o r ta t io n  E q u ip m e n t 5 0 .4 5 0 .2 4 9 .9 -0 .5 -0 .3
        I n s tr u m e n ts  &  R e la te d  P r o d u c t s 1 1 .2 1 1 .3 1 1 .3 0 .1 0 .0
        M is c e lla n e o u s  M a n u fa c tu r in g 9 .7 9 .7 9 .6 -0 .1 -0 .1
     N o n d u r a b le  G o o d s 1 9 6 .0 1 9 2 .7 1 9 2 .4 -3 .6 -0 .3
        F o o d  &  K in d r e d  P r o d u c ts 4 1 .2 4 1 .1 4 0 .8 -0 .4 -0 .3
        T o b a c c o 0 .9 1 .1 1 .1 0 .2 0 .0
        T e x t ile  M il l  P r o d u c ts 1 3 .8 1 2 .6 1 2 .6 -1 .2 0 .0
        A p p a r e l  &  O th e r  F a b r ic a te d  P r o d u c t s 1 8 .0 1 7 .1 1 6 .9 -1 .1 -0 .2
        P a p e r  &  A ll ie d  P r o d u c ts 2 2 .1 2 2 .7 2 2 .7 0 .6 0 .0
        P r in t in g  &  P u b lis h in g 3 6 .2 3 4 .6 3 4 .7 -1 .5 0 .1
        C h e m ic a ls  &  A l l ie d  P r o d u c t s 2 7 .2 2 7 .0 2 7 .1 -0 .1 0 .1
        P e tr o le u m  R e fin in g ,  E tc . 1 .3 1 .2 1 .2 -0 .1 0 .0
        R u b b e r  &  M is c e lla n e o u s  P la s t ic s 3 3 .2 3 3 .5 3 3 .5 0 .3 0 .0
        L e a th e r  &  L e a th e r  P r o d u c ts 2 .1 1 .8 1 .8 -0 .3 0 .0
   M in in g 4 .1 3 .8 3 .8 -0 .3 0 .0
   C o n s t r u c t io n 1 2 4 .4 1 2 1 .6 1 2 2 .2 -2 .2 0 .6
 S e r v ic e -P r o d u c in g 2 ,0 9 1 .5 2 ,1 1 3 .4 2 ,0 9 9 .4 7 .9 -1 4 .0
   T r a n s p o r ta t io n  &  P u b li c  U t il it ie s 1 7 9 .6 1 7 4 .9 1 7 4 .5 -5 .1 -0 .4
      T r a n s p o r ta t io n 1 4 3 .5 1 3 8 .8 1 3 8 .4 -5 .1 -0 .4
      C o m m u n ic a t io n s  &  P u b l ic  U t il it ie s 3 6 .1 3 6 .1 3 6 .1 0 .0 0 .0
  T r a d e 6 3 6 .1 6 3 4 .2 6 3 3 .1 -3 .0 -1 .1
     W h o le s a le  T r a d e 1 4 3 .9 1 4 1 .9 1 4 1 .4 -2 .5 -0 .5
        D u r a b le  G o o d s 8 3 .4 8 1 .1 8 0 .6 -2 .8 -0 .5
        N o n d u r a b le  G o o d s 6 0 .5 6 0 .8 6 0 .8 0 .3 0 .0
     R e ta i l  T r a d e 4 9 2 .2 4 9 2 .3 4 9 1 .7 -0 .5 -0 .6
        B u ild in g  M a te r ia ls  &  G a r d e n  S u p p lie s 2 1 .9 2 2 .3 2 2 .2 0 .3 -0 .1
        R e t a il  G e n e r a l M e r c h a n d is e 6 9 .9 6 8 .5 6 8 .1 -1 .8 -0 .4
        F o o d  S to r e s 6 6 .6 6 5 .2 6 5 .3 -1 .3 0 .1
        A u to m o t iv e  D e a le r s  &  S e r v ic e  S ta t io n s 5 3 .1 5 3 .9 5 3 .8 0 .7 -0 .1
        A p p a r e l  &  A c c e s s o r y  S to r e s 2 4 .0 2 4 .6 2 4 .5 0 .5 -0 .1
        F u r n itu r e  &  H o m e  F u r n is h in g s 1 8 .4 1 7 .5 1 7 .6 -0 .8 0 .1
        E a t in g  &  D r in k in g  P la c e s 1 7 7 .5 1 8 0 .5 1 8 0 .4 2 .9 -0 .1
        M is c e lla n e o u s  R e t a i l 6 0 .8 5 9 .8 5 9 .8 -1 .0 0 .0
  F in a n c e ,  I n s u r a n c e ,  &  R e a l E s ta te 1 3 3 .6 1 3 2 .4 1 3 2 .7 -0 .9 0 .3
       F in a n c e 6 4 .6 6 4 .1 6 4 .3 -0 .3 0 .2
       I n s u r a n c e  4 1 .0 4 0 .9 4 0 .9 -0 .1 0 .0
       R e a l  E s ta te  &  I n v e s tm e n t  O f fic e s 2 8 .0 2 7 .4 2 7 .5 -0 .5 0 .1
  S e r v ic e s 7 5 9 .9 7 7 6 .7 7 7 6 .2 1 6 .3 -0 .5
       H o te ls  &  O th e r  L o d g in g 3 8 .3 3 9 .1 3 9 .6 1 .3 0 .5
       P e r s o n a l S e r v ic e s 2 6 .0 2 6 .7 2 6 .6 0 .6 -0 .1
       B u s in e s s  S e r v ic e s 1 8 4 .1 1 8 8 .2 1 8 7 .4 3 .3 -0 .8
       A m u s e m e n t  &  R e c r e a t io n  S e r v ic e s 3 1 .1 3 2 .8 3 3 .2 2 .1 0 .4
       H e a lt h  S e r v ic e s 2 0 6 .4 2 0 9 .7 2 0 9 .9 3 .5 0 .2
         H o s p it a ls 8 4 .3 8 5 .6 8 5 .7 1 .4 0 .1
  G o v e r n m e n t 3 8 2 .3 3 9 5 .2 3 8 2 .9 0 .6 -1 2 .3
     F e d e r a l 5 1 .8 5 0 .3 4 9 .4 -2 .4 -0 .9
     S t a t e 8 9 .8 9 1 .1 8 9 .9 0 .1 -1 .2
        S t a t e  E d u c a t io n 4 4 .2 4 5 .2 4 4 .1 -0 .1 -1 .1
        O t h e r  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t 4 5 .7 4 5 .9 4 5 .8 0 .1 -0 .1
     L o c a l 2 4 0 .7 2 5 3 .8 2 4 3 .6 2 .9 -1 0 .2
        L o c a l  E d u c a t io n 1 0 9 .6 1 1 9 .7 1 0 9 .0 -0 .6 -1 0 .7
        O t h e r  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t 1 3 1 .1 1 3 4 .1 1 3 4 .6 3 .5 0 .5
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 

CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE SUMMARY
July 2001 Revised June 2002 Preliminary July 2002

Labor Force Employment Unemployed   Rate Labor Force Employment Unemployed   Rate Labor Force Employment Unemployed   Rate
Seasonally  Adjusted
U.S. 141,651,000 135,106,000 6,545,000 4.6 142,477,000 134,053,000 8,424,000 5.9 142,390,000 134,045,000 8,345,000 5.9
TENNESSEE 2,817,800 2,690,600 127,200 4.5 2,877,500 2,738,300 139,200 4.8 2,877,900 2,737,400 140,500 4.9

Not  Seasonally  Adjusted
U.S. 143,182,000 136,385,000 6,797,000 4.7 143,669,000 134,992,000 8,677,000 6.0 143,884,000 135,289,000 8,595,000 6.0
TENNESSEE 2,849,900 2,711,100 138,800 4.9 2,909,000 2,758,100 150,900 5.2 2,908,200 2,758,400 149,800 5.2

Metropolitan Statistical Area
CHATTANOOGA 232,000 224,100 7,900 3.4 238,900 229,100 9,800 4.1 238,500 229,400 9,100 3.8
TRI-CITIES 226,000 214,500 11,500 5.1 229,500 216,100 13,400 5.8 230,700 216,900 13,800 6.0
KNOXVILLE 366,500 354,400 12,100 3.3 375,400 362,800 12,600 3.4 375,600 363,600 12,000 3.2
MEMPHIS 572,000 547,900 24,100 4.2 580,100 548,300 31,800 5.5 577,600 547,500 30,100 5.2
NASHVILLE 679,400 656,000 23,400 3.4 701,100 671,400 29,700 4.2 701,300 673,000 28,300 4.0

The data from all the nonagricultural employment estimates tables include all full- and part-time nonagricultural wage and salary employees who worked during, or 
received pay for, any part of the pay period which includes the 12th of the month.  This is a count of jobs by place of work.  Agricultural workers, proprietors, self-
employed persons, workers in private households, and unpaid family workers are excluded. These numbers may not add due to rounding.  Data are based on the 
2001 benchmark. 

T  E  N  N  E  S  S  E  E    U  N  E  M  P  L  O  Y  M  E  N  T  
R  A  T  E  S

( S e a s o n a l l y  A d j u s t e d )
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Tennessee's seasonally adjusted 
estimated unemployment rate for July 
was 4.9 percent, up one-tenth of a 
percentage point  from the June  rate.  
This is the 19th consecutive month that 
the Tennessee unemployment rate was 
equal to or lower than the national 
rate. 
 
The United States estimated 
unemployment rate was 5.9 percent in 
July 2002.  In July 2001, the national 
unemployment rate was 4.6 percent, 
and the state unemployment rate was 
4.5 percent. 
 
Across Tennessee, the unemployment 
rate increased in 47 counties, decreased 
in 42 counties, and remained the same 
in six counties. The lowest rate 
occurred in Williamson County at 2.7 

percent, down 0.4 percentage point 
from the previous month.  The highest 
rate was Clay County's 15.4 percent, up 
from 8.7 percent in June. 
 
Total nonagricultural employment 
decreased by 2,400 jobs from July 2001 
to July  2002.  During this period there 
was growth in services (up 16,300 jobs), 
which included 3,500 jobs in health 
services, 3,300 jobs in business 
services, and 2,100 jobs in 
amusement/recreation services; local 
government and eating/drinking places 
were both up 2,900 jobs. 
 
Over the year, the largest job losses 
occurred in transportation (down 5,100 
jobs), wholesale trade (down 2,500 
jobs), federal government (down 2,400 
jobs), construction (down 2,200 jobs),  

primary metal industries (down 1,900 
jobs), general merchandise stores 
(down 1,800 jobs), printing/publishing 
(down 1,500 jobs), industrial 
machinery/equipment (down 1,400 
jobs),  food stores (down 1,300 jobs), 
textile mill products (down 1,200 jobs), 
and apparel/other fabricated products 
(down 1,100 jobs). 
 
During the past month, total 
employment decreased by 15,200 jobs. 
There were seasonal declines in local 
government education (down 10,700 
jobs), state government (down 1,200 
jobs), and trade (down 1,100 jobs).  The 
largest increase was in construction (up 
600 jobs). 
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C H A T T A N O O G A   M S A
U N E M P L O Y M E N T   R A T E S

(NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED)
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
MONTH

R
A

T
E

2000 2001 2002

All Manufacturing   $502.54 $530.66 $534.98 39.2 41.2 41.6 $12.82 $12.88 $12.86
 Durable Goods $571.41 $579.61 $581.98 41.8 42.4 41.6 $13.67 $13.67 $13.99
  Stone, Clay, & Glass Products $596.05 $599.64 $591.56 45.5 45.6 45.4 $13.10 $13.15 $13.03
  Primary Metal Industries $624.79 $674.02 $723.58 43.0 47.2 50.6 $14.53 $14.28 $14.30
  Fabricated Metal Products    $630.05 $565.49 $526.88 42.2 40.8 37.5 $14.93 $13.86 $14.05
  Machinery, Except Electrical $618.30 $610.78 $623.90 42.7 40.8 41.1 $14.48 $14.97 $15.18
 Nondurable Goods              $455.91 $503.85 $509.57 37.4 40.6 41.7 $12.19 $12.41 $12.22
  Textile Mill Products        $378.43 $410.17 $402.51 35.4 39.9 39.5 $10.69 $10.28 $10.19
  Paper & Allied Products    $634.79 $610.06 $558.73 46.2 44.4 46.6 $13.74 $13.74 $11.99
  Chemicals & Allied Products $586.37 $653.21 $759.06 38.2 41.5 47.8 $15.35 $15.74 $15.88

A v e r a g e A v e r a g e A v e r a g e
W e e k l y  E a r n i n g s W e e k l y  H o u r s H o u r l y  E a r n i n g s
J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y
2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2

HOURS AND EARNINGS OF PRODUCTION WORKERS                   CHATTANOOGA   MSA 

ESTIMATED NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT (in thousands) 

— TN-Hamilton, Marion. GA-Catoosa, Dade, Walker 

N et C h an ge
R evised P relim in ary Ju ly  2001 Jun e 2002

In dustry Ju ly Jun e Ju ly to to
2001 2002 2002 Ju ly  2002 Ju ly  2002

T O T A L 232 .2 233 .4 232 .7 0 .5 -0 .7
 G oods-P rodu cing 52.0 50.8 50.7 -1 .3 -0 .1
   M anu factu ring 42.4 41.1 40.9 -1 .5 -0 .2
     D u rab le  G oods 17.6 16.4 16.4 -1 .2 0 .0
        S tone, C lay, &  G lass P rodu cts 1 .0 1 .1 1 .1 0 .1 0 .0
        P rim ary  M eta l Indu stries 3 .4 2 .0 2 .0 -1 .4 0 .0
        F abricated  M eta l P rodu cts 3 .6 3 .6 3 .6 0 .0 0 .0
        In dustrial M ach inery  &  E qu ipm ent 3 .2 3 .3 3 .3 0 .1 0 .0
        A ll O ther D urab le  G oods 6 .4 6 .4 6 .4 0 .0 0 .0
    N on durab le  G oods 24.8 24.7 24.5 -0 .3 -0 .2
        F ood  &  K indred  P roducts 7 .2 7 .3 7 .0 -0 .2 -0 .3
        T extile  M ill P rodu cts 9 .1 9 .0 9 .0 -0 .1 0 .0
        P aper &  A llied  P roducts 1 .6 1 .5 1 .6 0 .0 0 .1
        P rin tin g &  P ub lish in g 2 .1 2 .1 2 .1 0 .0 0 .0
        C hem icals &  A llied  P roducts 2 .9 2 .8 2 .8 -0 .1 0 .0
        A ll O ther N on durab le  G oods 1 .9 2 .0 2 .0 0 .1 0 .0
   C on struction  &  M in ing 9 .6 9 .7 9 .8 0 .2 0 .1
 Serv ice-P roducin g 180 .2 182 .6 182 .0 1 .8 -0 .6
    T ransportation  &  P u blic U tilities 20.6 20.6 20.4 -0 .2 -0 .2
    T rade 50.1 50.8 50.9 0 .8 0 .1
       W h olesa le  T rade 10.0 10.1 10.1 0 .1 0 .0
          W holesale  D urab le  G oods 6 .4 6 .5 6 .5 0 .1 0 .0
          W holesale  N on durab le  G oods 3 .6 3 .6 3 .6 0 .0 0 .0
       R eta il T rade 40.1 40.7 40.8 0 .7 0 .1
          G enera l M erchan d ise  &  A pparel S tores 7 .1 7 .2 7 .2 0 .1 0 .0
          E atin g &  D rink ing  P laces 14.4 14.7 14.8 0 .4 0 .1
    F in ance , Insurance , &  R eal E state 17.2 17.3 17.3 0 .1 0 .0
    S ervices 61.0 61.9 61.9 0 .9 0 .0
         H ea lth  S ervices 17.5 17.6 17.6 0 .1 0 .0
   G overn m en t 31.3 32.0 31.5 0 .2 -0 .5
       F edera l 6 .7 6 .7 6 .6 -0 .1 -0 .1
       S ta te  &  L oca l 24.6 25.3 24.9 0 .3 -0 .4
          S ta te 5 .7 5 .8 5 .8 0 .1 0 .0
          L oca l 18.9 19.5 19.1 0 .2 -0 .4

Chattanooga MSA 

Total nonagricultural employment decreased 
by 700 jobs from June to July.  There were 
seasonal decreases in  local government (down 
400 jobs), food/kindred products (down 300 
jobs),  and transportation/public utilities (down 
200 jobs).   
   
During the past 12 months total employment 
increased by 500 jobs.  During that time goods-
producing jobs decreased by 1,300 while 
service-producing jobs increased by 1,800. 
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All Manufacturing          $488.24 $462.13 $448.37 36.6 37.0 35.5 $13.34 $12.49 $12.63
 Durable Goods             $489.35 $477.16 $453.95 37.7 37.9 36.2 $12.98 $12.59 $12.54
  Primary & Fabricated Metal Prod. $512.36 $501.01 $498.44 42.1 39.7 40.1 $12.17 $12.62 $12.43
  Mach. & Elec. / Electronic Equip. $477.54 $452.88 $451.78 37.9 36.7 36.2 $12.60 $12.34 $12.48
 Nondurable Goods          $487.54 $440.18 $439.63 35.1 35.7 34.4 $13.89 $12.33 $12.78
  Food & Kindred Products $457.06 $436.23 $467.93 41.4 37.9 40.2 $11.04 $11.51 $11.64
  Textile Mill Products $363.99 $422.26 $422.87 35.1 39.5 39.3 $10.37 $10.69 $10.76
  Apparel & Other Fabricated Prod. $211.68 $163.29 $191.18 24.0 23.7 24.2 $8.82 $6.89 $7.90
  Paper, Printing, & Publishing   $560.33 $543.82 $522.80 44.4 41.8 38.3 $12.62 $13.01 $13.65

A v e r a g e A v e r a g e A v e r a g e
W e e k l y  E a r n i n g s W e e k l y  H o u r s H o u r l y  E a r n i n g s
J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y
2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2

HOURS AND EARNINGS OF PRODUCTION WORKERS                        TRI-CITIES MSA 

ESTIMATED NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT (in thousands) 

T R I - C I T I E S  M S A  
U N E M P L O Y M E N T   R A T E S

(NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED)
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2000 2001 2002

N et Change
Revised Prelim inary July 2001 June 2002

Industry July June July to to
2001 2002 2002 July 2002 July 2002

TO TAL 195.1 193.8 193.0 -2.1 -0.8
 Goods-Producing 55.9 54.3 54.6 -1.3 0.3
   M anufacturing 44.2 42.4 42.7 -1.5 0.3
     D urable Goods 22.8 22.0 22.1 -0.7 0.1
        Lum ber &  W ood Products, including Furniture 2.0 2.1 2.0 0.0 -0.1
        Stone, C lay, &  Glass Products 2.2 2.2 2.2 0.0 0.0
        Prim ary M etal Industries and Fabricated M etal Products 4.3 3.6 3.7 -0.6 0.1
        M achinery and E lectronic &  E lectric Equipm ent 9.9 9.7 9.8 -0.1 0.1
        A ll Other Durable G oods 4.4 4.4 4.4 0.0 0.0
     N ondurable G oods 21.4 20.4 20.6 -0.8 0.2
        Food &  Kindred Products 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 0.0
        Textile M ill Products 1.3 1.1 1.1 -0.2 0.0
        Apparel &  O ther Fabricated  Products 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.0 0.0
        Paper &  Allied Products and Printing &  Publishing 6.1 5.3 5.3 -0.8 0.0
        A ll Other N ondurable Goods 12.4 12.4 12.6 0.2 0.2
   M ining &  Construction 11.7 11.9 11.9 0.2 0.0
 Service-Producing 139.2 139.5 138.4 -0.8 -1.1
   Transportation &  Public U tilities 7.9 7.4 7.4 -0.5 0.0
   Trade 47.4 47.2 47.2 -0.2 0.0
       W holesale Trade 8.6 8.5 8.4 -0.2 -0.1
          W holesale Durable G oods 4.4 4.2 4.1 -0.3 -0.1
          W holesale N ondurable Goods 4.2 4.3 4.3 0.1 0.0
      Retail Trade 38.8 38.7 38.8 0.0 0.1
          Eating &  Drinking Places 15.1 14.5 14.5 -0.6 0.0
   F inance, Insurance, &  Real Estate 8.0 8.1 8.2 0.2 0.1
   Services 48.5 48.5 48.4 -0.1 -0.1
          H ealth  Services 20.0 20.2 20.2 0.2 0.0
   Governm ent 27.4 28.3 27.2 -0.2 -1.1
      Federal 3.4 3.4 3.4 0.0 0.0
      State &  Local 24.0 24.9 23.8 -0.2 -1.1
          State 7.0 7.1 7.3 0.3 0.2
          Local 17.0 17.8 16.5 -0.5 -1.3

Tri-Cities MSA 
TN-CARTER, HAWKINS, SULLIVAN, UNICOI, WASHINGTON  

 VA-SCOTT, WASHINGTON, BRISTOL CITY 

Total nonagricultural employment decreased 
by 800 jobs from June to July.  There was a 
seasonal decrease in local government (down 
1,300 jobs).  This was partially offset by 
increases in state government and other 
nondurable goods (both up 200 jobs). 
 
During the past 12 months, jobs decreased by 
2,100, with goods-producing jobs decreasing by 
1,300 and service-producing jobs decreasing by 
800 for the year. 
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Knoxville MSA   Anderson, Blount, Knox, Loudon, Sevier, Union 

All Manufacturing              $538.36 $555.79 $552.15 40.6 41.2 40.9 $13.26 $13.49 $13.50
 Durable Goods $575.51 $580.56 $580.18 39.8 41.0 40.8 $14.46 $14.16 $14.22
  Lumber, Wood, & Furniture                $506.99 $499.99 $475.26 41.9 39.4 37.6 $12.10 $12.69 $12.64
  Stone, Clay, & Glass Products $573.11 $597.95 $559.79 44.6 48.3 47.2 $12.85 $12.38 $11.86
  Machinery, Except Electrical $606.28 $544.99 $598.80 41.3 38.9 43.9 $14.68 $14.01 $13.64
 Nondurable Goods              $472.64 $504.61 $496.87 42.2 41.6 41.2 $11.20 $12.13 $12.06
  Food and Kindred Products    $485.62 $462.46 $451.78 45.9 43.1 42.5 $10.58 $10.73 $10.63
  Textile Mill Products        $548.91 $578.64 $566.50 40.6 41.9 41.2 $13.52 $13.81 $13.75
  Apparel & Other Fabr. Products         $320.39 $323.92 $346.12 40.3 38.7 38.5 $7.95 $8.37 $8.99
  Paper,  Printing, & Publishing $524.91 $617.26 $606.39 42.4 44.6 45.8 $12.38 $13.84 $13.24

A v e r a g e A v e r a g e A v e r a g e
W e e k l y  E a r n i n g s W e e k l y  H o u r s H o u r l y  E a r n i n g s
J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y
2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2

HOURS AND EARNINGS OF PRODUCTION WORKERS                        KNOXVILLE MSA 

ESTIMATED NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT (in thousands) 

K N O X V I L L E  M S A  
U N E M P L O Y M E N T  R A T E S

(NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED)
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2000 2001 2002

N et Change
Revised Prelim inary July 2001 June 2002

Industry July June July to to
2001 2002 2002 July 2002 July 2002

TO TAL 344.9 347.4 346.9 2.0 -0.5
 Goods-Producing 62.8 63.2 63.6 0.8 0.4
   M anufacturing 44.6 45.7 45.6 1.0 -0.1
     Durable G oods 30.4 31.6 31.5 1.1 -0.1
        Lum ber &  W ood Products, including Furniture 2.2 2.3 2.3 0.1 0.0
        Stone, C lay, &  G lass Products 1.5 1.5 1.5 0.0 0.0
         Industrial M achinery &  Equipm ent 2.7 2.6 2.6 -0.1 0.0
        A ll O ther D urable Goods 24.0 25.2 25.1 1.1 -0.1
     N ondurable G oods 14.2 14.1 14.1 -0.1 0.0
        Food &  Kindred Products 2.6 2.5 2.6 0.0 0.1
        Textile M ill Products 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.0 0.0
        Apparel &  O ther F abricated Products 3.0 3.1 2.9 -0.1 -0.2
        Paper, and Printing &  Publish ing 3.5 3.4 3.4 -0.1 0.0
        A ll O ther N ondurable Goods 4.2 4.2 4.3 0.1 0.1
   M ining 0.6 0.5 0.5 -0.1 0.0
   Construction 17.6 17.0 17.5 -0.1 0.5
 Service-Producing 282.1 284.2 283.3 1.2 -0.9
   Transportation  &  Public U tilities 16.3 15.7 15.6 -0.7 -0.1
   Trade 94.9 94.7 95.0 0.1 0.3
       W holesale Trade 16.8 16.8 16.8 0.0 0.0
          W holesale D urable G oods 10.6 10.7 10.7 0.1 0.0
          W holesale N ondurable Goods 6.2 6.1 6.1 -0.1 0.0
       Retail Trade 78.1 77.9 78.2 0.1 0.3
          Eating &  D rinking P laces 31.2 31.1 31.3 0.1 0.2
   F inance, Insurance, &  Real Estate 15.5 15.4 15.4 -0.1 0.0
   Services 101.6 102.5 102.8 1.2 0.3
       H otels &  Other Lodging P laces 8.8 8.6 8.8 0.0 0.2
       H ealth Services 28.5 29.2 29.3 0.8 0.1
   G overnm ent 53.8 55.9 54.5 0.7 -1.4
       Federal 5.7 5.7 5.7 0.0 0.0
       State &  Local 48.1 50.2 48.8 0.7 -1.4
          State 18.9 19.4 19.4 0.5 0.0
          Local 29.2 30.8 29.4 0.2 -1.4

Total nonagricultural employment decreased 
by 500 jobs from June to July.  Seasonal 
decreases occurred in local government (down 
1,400 jobs) and apparel/other fabricated 
products (down 200 jobs).  This was partially 
offset by increases in construction (up 500 
jobs); services (up 300 jobs), which included an 
increase of 200 jobs in hotels/other lodging 
places;  and retail trade (up 300 jobs), which 
included an increase of 200 jobs in 
eating/drinking places. 
 
During the past 12 months, jobs increased by 
2,000, with goods-producing industries up by 
800 jobs combined with service-producing 
industries up by 1,200. 
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Memphis MSA— TN-Fayette, Shelby, Tipton. MS-DeSoto. AR-Crittenden. 

All Manufacturing              $580.51 $544.45 $542.25 41.2 37.6 37.5 $14.09 $14.48 $14.46
 Durable Goods                 $469.58 $454.18 $458.24 37.9 35.4 35.8 $12.39 $12.83 $12.80
  Lumber and Wood Products     $319.28 $284.26 $323.40 38.7 32.9 38.5 $8.25 $8.64 $8.40
  Furniture and Fixtures  $341.01 $381.74 $381.74 33.4 39.6 39.6 $10.21 $9.64 $9.64
  Fabricated Metal Products $483.74 $455.10 $471.24 36.1 34.9 36.0 $13.40 $13.04 $13.09
  Machinery, Except Electrical $503.08 $487.86 $481.14 45.2 41.1 39.6 $11.13 $11.87 $12.15
  Electronic Equipment     $366.38 $379.66 $371.51 37.5 39.1 38.3 $9.77 $9.71 $9.70
 Nondurable Goods              $661.41 $613.08 $607.23 43.6 39.3 38.9 $15.17 $15.60 $15.61
  Food and Kindred Products    $702.30 $765.94 $712.50 51.3 48.6 47.5 $13.69 $15.76 $15.00
  Paper and Allied Products    $810.32 $559.94 $580.72 49.2 34.5 34.1 $16.47 $16.23 $17.03
  Chemicals and Allied Products $854.06 $839.55 $882.58 41.1 42.9 43.2 $20.78 $19.57 $20.43

A v e r a g e A v e r a g e A v e r a g e
W e e k l y  E a r n i n g s W e e k l y  H o u r s H o u r l y  E a r n i n g s
J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y
2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2

ESTIMATED NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT (in thousands) 

M E M P H I S  M S A  
U N E M P L O Y M E N T   R A T E S

(NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED)
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
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R
A

T
E

2000 2001 2002

N e t C h a n g e
R ev ised P relim in a ry J u ly  2 0 0 1 J u n e  2 0 0 2

In d u stry J u ly J u n e J u ly to to
2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 J u ly  2 0 0 2 J u ly  2 0 0 2

T O T A L 5 9 2 .8 5 8 6 .1 5 8 2 .1 -1 0 .7 -4 .0
 G o od s-P ro d u cin g 8 6 .5 8 1 .1 8 1 .1 -5 .4 0 .0
   M a n u fa ctu rin g 5 9 .7 5 5 .5 5 5 .6 -4 .1 0 .1
     D u ra b le  G o od s 2 6 .2 2 3 .6 2 3 .6 -2 .6 0 .0
        L u m b e r &  W o o d  P ro d u cts 1 .6 1 .5 1 .5 -0 .1 0 .0
        F u rn itu re  &  F ix tu re s 0 .6 0 .6 0 .5 -0 .1 -0 .1
        F a b r ica te d  M e ta l P rod u cts 5 .6 4 .9 4 .9 -0 .7 0 .0
        In d u str ia l M a ch in e ry  &  E q u ip m e n t 5 .8 4 .9 5 .0 -0 .8 0 .1
        E le ctron ic &  E le ctr ic  E q u ip m e n t 4 .0 3 .6 3 .6 -0 .4 0 .0
        A ll O th e r  D u ra b le  G o o d s 8 .6 8 .1 8 .1 -0 .5 0 .0
     N on d u ra b le  G o od s 3 3 .5 3 1 .9 3 2 .0 -1 .5 0 .1
        F oo d  &  K in d re d  P ro d u cts 7 .4 6 .9 6 .9 -0 .5 0 .0
        A p p a re l &  O th e r  F a b r ica te d  P ro d u cts 1 .6 1 .4 1 .4 -0 .2 0 .0
        P a p er  &  A llie d  P rod u cts 8 .3 7 .8 7 .8 -0 .5 0 .0
        P rin tin g  &  P u b lish in g 6 .6 6 .5 6 .6 0 .0 0 .1
        C h e m ica ls  &  A llie d  P rod u cts 6 .2 6 .0 6 .0 -0 .2 0 .0
        A ll O th e r  N o n d u ra b le  G oo d s 3 .4 3 .3 3 .3 -0 .1 0 .0
   M in in g  &  C on stru ctio n 2 6 .8 2 5 .6 2 5 .5 -1 .3 -0 .1
 S e rv ice -P ro d u cin g 5 0 6 .3 5 0 5 .0 5 0 1 .0 -5 .3 -4 .0
   T ra n sp orta tion  &  P u b lic  U tilities 6 9 .6 6 7 .8 6 7 .4 -2 .2 -0 .4
   T ra d e 1 4 9 .5 1 4 7 .9 1 4 7 .8 -1 .7 -0 .1
       W h o le sa le  T ra d e 4 1 .3 4 0 .4 4 0 .4 -0 .9 0 .0
          W h o le sa le  D u ra b le  G o o d s 2 4 .2 2 3 .5 2 3 .6 -0 .6 0 .1
          W h o le sa le  N o n d u ra b le  G o o d s 1 7 .1 1 6 .9 1 6 .8 -0 .3 -0 .1
      R e ta il T ra d e 1 0 8 .2 1 0 7 .5 1 0 7 .4 -0 .8 -0 .1
          G e n e ra l M e rch a n d ise  /A p p a re l S to re s 2 4 .3 2 4 .2 2 3 .8 -0 .5 -0 .4
          E a tin g  &  D rin k in g  P la ce s 3 7 .0 3 6 .7 3 6 .9 -0 .1 0 .2
   F in a n ce , In su ra n ce , &  R e a l E sta te 3 0 .4 3 0 .1 3 0 .2 -0 .2 0 .1
   S e rv ices 1 7 8 .6 1 7 7 .7 1 7 7 .4 -1 .2 -0 .3
       H e a lth  S erv ice s 4 5 .6 4 5 .7 4 5 .7 0 .1 0 .0
   G o v e rn m e n t 7 8 .2 8 1 .5 7 8 .2 0 .0 -3 .3
       F e d e ra l 1 6 .5 1 6 .4 1 5 .6 -0 .9 -0 .8
       S ta te  &  L oca l 6 1 .7 6 5 .1 6 2 .6 0 .9 -2 .5
           S ta te 1 4 .1 1 4 .0 1 3 .8 -0 .3 -0 .2
           L o ca l 4 7 .6 5 1 .1 4 8 .8 1 .2 -2 .3

HOURS AND EARNINGS OF PRODUCTION WORKERS                        MEMPHIS  MSA 

Total nonagricultural employment declined by 
4,000 jobs from June to July.  There were 
seasonal decreases in local government (down 
2,300 jobs), federal government (down 800 
jobs), transportation/public utilities (down 400 
jobs), general merchandise/apparel stores 
(down 400 jobs), services (down 300 jobs), and 
state government (down 200 jobs).  This was 
partially offset by an increase in 
eating/drinking places (up 200 jobs). 
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Nashville MSA— Cheatham, Davidson, Dickson, Robertson, Rutherford, Sumner, Williamson, Wilson 

N A S H V I L L E  M S A  
U N E M P L O Y M E N T  R A T E S 

(NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED)
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
MONTH

R
A
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E

2000 2001 2002

All M anufacturing          $561.99 $579.28 $569.42 39.0 38.8 38.5 $14.41 $14.93 $14.79
 Durable G oods $583.60 $602.03 $583.93 38.7 38.2 37.6 $15.08 $15.76 $15.53
  Lum ber &  W ood Products $517.44 $349.50 $413.22 42.0 25.0 29.6 $12.32 $13.98 $13.96
  Fabricated M etal  Products $531.87 $546.06 $561.36 39.9 39.2 39.7 $13.33 $13.93 $14.14
  M achinery, Excl. Electrical $666.26 $666.26 $663.39 40.9 40.9 40.5 $16.29 $16.29 $16.38
  Electronic E quipm ent $432.78 $469.64 $463.89 35.3 39.3 36.7 $12.26 $11.95 $12.64
  Transportation Equipm ent            $650.10 $631.19 $563.39 39.4 35.6 34.5 $16.50 $17.73 $16.33
 Nondurable G oods          $521.14 $530.40 $535.99 39.6 40.0 40.3 $13.16 $13.26 $13.30
  Food and Kindred Products $562.42 $556.92 $539.56 42.9 42.0 41.0 $13.11 $13.26 $13.16
  Apparel &  O ther Fabr. Products $342.36 $338.43 $320.22 31.7 29.0 27.0 $10.80 $11.67 $11.86
  Printing and Publishing  $529.46 $534.77 $529.98 37.9 38.5 39.2 $13.97 $13.89 $13.52
  Petroleum , Coal, &  Plastic $416.19 $441.97 $456.68 35.3 38.6 38.8 $11.79 $11.45 $11.77

A v e r a g e A v e r a g e A v e r a g e
W e e k l y  E a r n i n g s W e e k l y  H o u r s H o u r l y  E a r n i n g s
J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y J u l y J u n e J u l y
2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2

HOURS AND EARNINGS OF PRODUCTION WORKERS 

ESTIMATED NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT (in thousands) 

 

N e t  C h a n g e
R e v is e d P r e l im in a r y J u ly  2 0 0 1 J u n e  2 0 0 2

I n d u s t r y J u ly J u n e J u ly t o t o
2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 2 J u ly  2 0 0 2 J u ly  2 0 0 2

T O T A L 6 7 9 .3 6 8 5 .2 6 8 3 .1 3 .8 -2 .1
 G o o d s -P r o d u c in g 1 2 4 .3 1 2 4 .7 1 2 4 .7 0 .4 0 .0
   M a n u fa c t u r in g 9 0 .3 9 0 .6 9 0 .4 0 .1 -0 .2
     D u r a b le  G o o d s 5 5 .4 5 6 .0 5 5 .8 0 .4 -0 .2
        L u m b e r  &  W o o d  P r o d u c t s 3 .3 3 .2 3 .2 -0 .1 0 .0
        F u r n it u r e  &  F ix t u r e s 3 .1 2 .9 2 .9 -0 .2 0 .0
        F a b r i c a t e d  M e t a l  P r o d u c t s 8 .4 8 .1 8 .0 -0 .4 -0 .1
        I n d u s t r ia l  M a c h in e r y  &  E q u ip m e n t 9 .2 8 .6 8 .6 -0 .6 0 .0
        E le c t r o n ic  &  O t h e r  E le c t r ic  E q u ip m e n t 9 .6 1 0 .1 1 0 .0 0 .4 -0 .1
        T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E q u ip m e n t 1 3 .0 1 3 .7 1 3 .7 0 .7 0 .0
        A l l  O t h e r  D u r a b le  G o o d s 8 .8 9 .4 9 .4 0 .6 0 .0
    N o n d u r a b le  G o o d s 3 4 .9 3 4 .6 3 4 .6 -0 .3 0 .0
        F o o d  &  K in d r e d  P r o d u c t s 6 .3 6 .3 6 .4 0 .1 0 .1
        T e x t i le  M il l  P r o d u c t s 1 .6 1 .5 1 .5 -0 .1 0 .0
        A p p a r e l  &  O t h e r  F a b r ic a t e d  P r o d u c t s 2 .1 1 .9 1 .8 -0 .3 -0 .1
        P r in t in g  &  P u b l i s h in g 1 2 .7 1 2 .5 1 2 .5 -0 .2 0 .0
        P e t r o le u m , C o a l ,  &  R u b b e r  P r o d u c t s 5 .3 5 .7 5 .7 0 .4 0 .0
        L e a t h e r  &  L e a t h e r  P r o d u c t s 1 .0 0 .9 0 .9 -0 .1 0 .0
        A l l  O t h e r  N o n d u r a b le  G o o d s 5 .9 5 .8 5 .8 -0 .1 0 .0
   M in in g  &  C o n s t r u c t io n 3 4 .0 3 4 .1 3 4 .3 0 .3 0 .2
  S e r v ic e -P r o d u c in g 5 5 5 .0 5 6 0 .5 5 5 8 .4 3 .4 -2 .1
   T r a n s p o r t a t io n  &  P u b lic  U t i l i t ie s 3 9 .0 3 9 .3 3 9 .3 0 .3 0 .0
   T r a d e 1 6 4 .7 1 6 5 .7 1 6 5 .4 0 .7 -0 .3
       W h o le s a le  T r a d e 3 8 .3 3 8 .3 3 8 .3 0 .0 0 .0
          W h o le s a le  D u r a b le  G o o d s 2 4 .5 2 4 .6 2 4 .5 0 .0 -0 .1
          W h o le s a le  N o n d u r a b le  G o o d s 1 3 .8 1 3 .7 1 3 .8 0 .0 0 .1
       R e t a i l  T r a d e 1 2 6 .4 1 2 7 .4 1 2 7 .1 0 .7 -0 .3
          G e n e r a l  M e r c h a n d is e  S t o r e s 1 7 .8 1 7 .8 1 7 .7 -0 .1 -0 .1
          F o o d  S t o r e s 1 2 .8 1 2 .4 1 2 .5 -0 .3 0 .1
          E a t in g  a n d  D r in k in g  P la c e s 4 7 .2 4 7 .8 4 7 .6 0 .4 -0 .2
   F in a n c e ,  I n s u r a n c e ,  &  R e a l  E s t a t e 4 2 .2 4 2 .0 4 2 .0 -0 .2 0 .0
   S e r v i c e s 2 2 6 .1 2 2 9 .2 2 2 8 .2 2 .1 -1 .0
        H o t e l s  &  O t h e r  L o d g in g  P la c e s 1 1 .3 1 1 .4 1 1 .5 0 .2 0 .1
        H e a lt h  S e r v ic e s 5 5 .0 5 5 .9 5 5 .8 0 .8 -0 .1
        E d u c a t io n a l  S e r v ic e s 1 6 .4 1 7 .2 1 6 .5 0 .1 -0 .7
   G o v e r n m e n t 8 3 .0 8 4 .3 8 3 .5 0 .5 -0 .8
        F e d e r a l 1 1 .2 1 1 .1 1 1 .1 -0 .1 0 .0
        S t a t e 2 5 .5 2 6 .0 2 5 .9 0 .4 -0 .1
        L o c a l 4 6 .3 4 7 .2 4 6 .5 0 .2 -0 .7

HOURS AND EARNINGS OF PRODUCTION WORKERS                        NASHVILLE  MSA 

Total nonagricultural employment decreased 
by 2,100 jobs from June to July.  There were 
seasonal decreases in services (down 1,000 
jobs), which included a decrease of 700 jobs in 
educational services; local government (down 
700 jobs); and retail trade (down 300 jobs), 
which included a decline of 200 jobs in 
eating/drinking places.  This was partially 
offset by an increase in mining/construction (up 
200 jobs). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 

Tennessee Department of Labor & Workforce Development 
Employment Security Division, Research & Statistics 
11th Floor, Davy Crockett Tower 
500 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37245 

Phone: 615-741-2284 
Fax: 615-532-9434 
Email: wayne.meisels@state.tn.us 

U.S. Consumer Price Index   July 2002 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 
      BUREAU OF 
LABOR STATISTICS 
PERMIT NO. G-738 

Department of Labor and Workforce Development, July 2002, Publication 
Auth. No. 337311;  800 copies, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of 
Labor.  This document was promulgated at a cost of $0.63 per copy. 

We’re on the Web 
www.state.tn.us/labor-wfd 

Check out The Source at 
www.state.tn.us/labor-wfd/source 

Jul 2001 
Jul 2002

Jun 2002 
Jul 2002

Jul 2001 
Jul 2002

Jun 2002 
Jul 2002

U.S. City Average
All items (1982-84=100) 180.1 1.5 0.1 176.1 1.3 -0.1
All items (1967=100) 539.5 - - 524.5 - -
Food and beverages 176.6 1.5 0.1 176.0 1.5 0.2
Housing 181.2 2.0 0.3 176.5 1.8 0.2
Shelter 208.8 3.7 0.3 202.3 3.7 0.3
Rent of primary residence 199.8 3.9 0.3 199.2 3.9 0.3
Apparel 118.7 -3.2 -3.3 118.0 -3.2 -3.3
Transportation 153.7 -0.5 0.2 152.7 -0.5 0.2
Medical care 286.6 4.9 0.7 285.6 5.0 0.7
Recreation 1/ 106.2 1.1 0.0 104.6 0.9 0.0
Education & communication 1/ 107.6 2.7 0.7 107.4 2.4 0.7
Other goods and services 294.5 3.0 0.0 303.5 3.3 0.0
South Region
All Items (1982-84=100) 173.6 1.2 0.1 171.1 0.8 0.0
All Items (Dec 1977=100) 281.7 - - 277.2 - -
Food and beverages 174.1 1.7 0.3 173.0 1.6 0.3
Housing 166.5 1.1 0.3 164.7 0.9 0.3
Apparel 131.7 -1.9 -3.5 130.8 -2.0 -3.5
Transportation 150.2 -0.4 0.2 149.4 -0.9 0.2
Medical care 277.7 4.3 0.5 277.9 4.4 0.5
Recreation 1/ 105.7 0.7 0.0 104.0 0.5 0.0
Education & communication 1/ 107.5 3.1 0.5 106.9 2.6 0.5
Other goods and services 286.0 2.4 -1.0 293.0 1.6 -1.5

Percent change

1/ Indexes on a December 1997=100 base. - Data not available.

Group Index Index

All urban consumers Wage earners & clerical workers
Percent change


